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ALEX BARR SAYS— 


CO-OPERATION MEANS SO MUCH 


I am happy to say that to date the 
co-operation I have received from 
visiting clubs has been first class. This 
enables me to produce the “Olympic 
Park Record” for your pleasure and 
information, and I am gratified at the 
way you, the public, have accepted 
the Olympic Park Clubs’ attempt to 
provide this service. . 

There have been a few mistakes — 
but in the main “The Record” has 
given 95% accuracy regarding teams. 
The sponsors who make this publica- 
tion possible have been most helpful 
and I thank them sincerely for their 
support. 

It was my hope that we would be 
able to furnish more information from 
the official level. However, it would 
be safe to say that more information 
leaks out of the Kremlin than from 
Soccer House. Activities, if any, are 
shrouded in mystery more suited to a 
secret service organisation. 

Quite a considerable sum of money 
is spent weekly on newspaper adver- 
tisements, some of which don’t even 
tell the proper story, but the whole 
crux of promotion for soccer is com- 
pletely forgotten. The public are kept 
in the dark as to what is happening, 
and the minor leagues, the members 
of which are all potential State 
Leagues, are left for dead. 

As I said last week in ‘The Record”, 
every team in the League is on the 
improve. The close finishes and drawn 
games indicate this. Surely, then, this 
is the time for an all-out effort to let 
the public know that soccer is on the 
move. 

The Olympic Park clubs and the 
ground management are aware of this 





need and are doing their share, but a 
concerted effort is needed, and whilst 
“Soccer House” remains aloft and 
aloof progress will be slow. One 
bright example is the late issue of 
the Year Book. 

You couldn’t say that its availability 
three weeks after the season started is 
a very good effort. Also the passport 
identity card system which was going 
to be in operation for the start of the 
season is still six weeks away. 

Space in this publication is open to 
anyone with ideas and news items 
which will interest the soccer public. 
I suggest to the management they 
smarten their ideas up, and give some 
thought to the people who keep the 
game going, you the paying public. 


On April 29 the Melbourne Grey- 
hound Racing Association are staging 
a meeting at Number ‘iwo Oval, 
Olympic Park, from which the Sports- 
men’s Committee of the Olympic 
Games Appeal Fund will benefit. It’s 
a great night out and you will be 
helping a worthy cause. 





STATE LEAGUE LADDER 


Goals — 
A. Pts. 


Pp. W. D. iL. F. 
Hakoah.... 3 3 0 0 9 1 6 
P.M.-Slavia.. 3 1 2 0 3 2 4 
George Cross. 3 1 2 0 6 4 ¢ 
Melbourne . .. 3 1 2 0 4 3 4 
Wilhelmina... 3 1 1 °1 7 38 38 
Polonia .. . . 38 0 38 0 1 1 38 
Croatia . . . 3 1 1 1 2 2 38 
S.M.-Hellas.. 3 1 1 1 4 5 3 
Alexander .. 3 02 1 4 8 2 
Juventus... 3 0 2 1 3 8 2 
Lions... . . 3 0 1 2 21 4 «O21 
Footscray .. 3 01 2 1 4 «21 





O’BRIEN CATERING PTY. LTD. 


Superb catering for all functions, sporting and social. 
Make “THE OLYMPIA ROOM” the venue for your next party. 


Bookings and enquiries 


Phone: 338-1600. 
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A Name to be Trusted 


G. IOANNIDIS PTY. LTD. 


Real Estate Special Offer. Newly renovated, Northcote Area, 3-Bed Brick Home 
on $500 dep., close transport and shopping centre. Inspect now. Phone: 44-3657; 


After hours: 48-4451. Low interest and repayments. 
651 HIGH STREET, THORNBURY. Phone: 44-3657. 


SATURDAY 


ALEXANDER 


_ 


= 
NESLRANAME WN 


12. 
Reserve Goalkeeper: 


Team not available due to Selection 
problems. 


RINGWOOD CITY 


. VAN EGMOND 
. PLUNKETT 

. VOWLES 
THOMSON 
ADAMS 

. WLUEGELS 

. WILSON 

. HAMLET 

. ATKINS 

10. LAKS 

11. VAN CILBERG 
12. BROUWER 
Reserve Goalkeeper: De MAN 


WHONANRWNe 


OFFICIALS 


Ringwood has made its presence 
felt after a brief sojourn in the minor 
league. Alexander showed its progress 
with a fighting tie after being in 
arrears against George Cross. This 
will be a testing game for both sides, 
but I expect Alexander’s fighting 
spirit to win the day in a close finish. 


Ringwood showed it, too, has guts, 
battling Slavia with their backs to the 
wall for most of the match and 
salvaging one point. I have seen 
Ringwood only once and they play 
attractive soccer in midfield, but to 
me in that game against South they 
lacked pace. This may have improved 


THIS WEEKEND AT OTHER 
GROUNDS 


Footscray-J.U.S.T. v. George Cross 
South Melbourne v. Polonia 
Lions v. Croatia 
Melbourne v. Hakoah 


Referee, RANDALL. Linesmen, BAKENS - KEELER. 


we AND COMERS CLASH — ALEXANDER NARROWLY 
By ALEX BARR 


after three games but if not Alex- 
ander’s pace could decide the issue. 


Vowles caused a sensation with 
three goals in the first round, but 
hasn’t been really dangerous since, 
from all reports, Atkins is a good 
player but tends to hold on to the 
ball too long. Alexander’s tackling 
has improved out of sight in the last 
two weeks, and Ringwood could find 
their short-passing style a handicap. 


Van Egmond is in rare form guarding 
Ringwood’s goal and he will be a 
stumbling block. However, without 
being one-eyed I think Alexander can 
win on sheer team spirit and enthu- 
siasm. 


For up-to-the-minute comment on 
weekend soccer tune in to 3KZ every 
Friday night at 9.30. 


Sports Cavalcade, presented by Rod 
McLeed, will, from now on, include 
a@ soccer segment presented by Alex 
Barr. 


the WALES 


HELP FOR NEW SETTLERS 


IN AUSTRALIA 


You'll be welcome at — 


Bank of New South Wales — Wales Corner Branch 


MIGRANT y 
ADVISORY 
SERVICE 


Cnr. Collins & Swanston Sts., Melbourne 
Bring this programme with you 





SUNDAY 

P.M.-SLAVIA JUVENTUS 
1. SCHROIFF. de Sone 
2. REED. 3. GENTRY 
3. SIO... 4. CLOSS 
4. RANDALL. 5. DELLA ROCCA 
5. COOK. 6. CORTI 
6. GOODWIN. 7. MILLAR (Capt.) 
7. LIVINGSTONE. 8. CONNELLY 
8. JURECKI. 9. NORMAN 
9. McCURRY. 10. McCOLL 
10. KRAUS. 11. DI MARCHI 
11. RAINEY. 12. MENARY 
12. KERR. 13. CURRY 
13. SAVAGE. 14. EPIFANO. .- 
1. HUNT, Reserve Goalkeeper. Reserve: Goalkeeper: McDONALD» 


OFFICIALS ‘ 
Referee, ALEXANDROU. Linesmen, DUNBAR - TURNER. 


HAVE JUVENTUS OVERCOME EARLY SLUMP? .. - 
By ALEX BARR _...,,- 


Juventus appear to have overcome 
its early-season slump, but the ques- 
tion is can they penetrate the tightest 
defence in the State League. I feel 
luck will be the deciding factor and 
on last week’s game against Ringwood 
City Slavia’s luck has deserted them. 


Slavia’s record of repeatedly attack- 
ing for 80% of a match, then either 
scraping in by one goal or drawing, is 
incredible. Strikes me the coach 
should concentrate on shooting prac- 
tice. The talent is there, but goal-shy 
forwards are a liability in any team. 


Despite their dismal start Juventus 
has undoubted talent, Australiaiy in- 
ternational McColl; ex-Melbourne star 
Connolly, Norman and Millar: Given 
one inch I think these players can win 
for Juventus, always - provided ° they 


can rattle. Slavia’ s backline. 


The home club: has the record on 
the board ‘and is anxious to remain 
with the top-btacket sides. This will 
be a. severe. test which will show 
whether Slavia’s: forwards can get on 
target. or not. If not there are certain 
to be some heads rolling. 





In Football RIVERLAND Time is 34 Time 


In Soccer RIVERLAND Time is 12 


Time 


For Children, 
Mothers and Fathers RIVERLAND Time is any Time 














CROATIA 


The Croatia committee and sup- 
porters congratulate Billy Votjek and 
Hammy McMeechan on their selec- 
tion in the Victorian State Team 
which defeated South Australia last 
Thursday in Adelaide. Both were 
named among the best player afield. 

However,, it seems that some 
credit must go to the club. Never 
once have they bleated about the 
loss of two of their best players, 
from training or when Votjek was 
overseas, with the Australian side. 
Full marks to those concerned. 

Take a look any night down Swan 
St. near Punt Rd. You will see 
about 100 youngsters kicking a soccer 
ball or doing physical training. All 
part of a massive club building 
scheme by the committee. Less than 
ten years from now you will see the 
local product in the Croatia uniform. 
Well done Croatia. 





CLUB CORNER 


SLAVIA 


Slavia officials are baffled. Week 
after week the team constantly ham- 
mers the opposition yet the goals 
don’t come. Sure, the team hasn’t 
been beaten having one win and two 
draws to their credit. What’s the 
answer? 


The answer could be a permanent 
berth for Bill Savage. He isn’f the 
most elegant player in the squad, 
but he can be very effective given 
time to settle in. I know it isn’t this 
column’s job to pick: the team, but 
some constructive advice might ring 
a bell in the right corner. 


Olympic Park clubs congratulate 
Ringwood City on reaching their 
fifteenth birthday. On the actual anni- 
versary of the foundation of the club 
a “Grand Ball” will he held at the 
Hawthorn Town Hall. Tickets are 
available from the committee and 
everyone is extended a hearty good 
welcome and invited to join in the 
festivities on May 10. 





ALL PLAYERS AT OLYMPIC PARK ARE PROVIDED WITH RIVERLAND ORANGES. 
RICH IN VITAMIN C. FOR GOOD HEALTH. 





GEORGE: CROSS 


George Cross officials were 
extremely vocal at the lack of official 
linesmen for reserve matches. They 
also are very concerned about the 
scarcity of ball boys, and have taken 
steps to put the matter right. 


_. This is sound thinking. After all 
the reserve team is important to any 
‘club.’ Where do replacements come 
from? There is a great need for all 
matches to be presented properly, 
especially at “The Park” and George 
Cross at least is going to see that 
it happens when their supporters are 
there. 


! The way things are going George 
‘Cross will earn the title “Pacemakers” 
‘and in so doing win the respect not 
‘only of their own followers but all 
ithe soccer enthusiasts who make 
{Olympic Park their weekend venue. 
t 


ALEXANDER 


Alexander has troubles, self in- 
flicted ones at that. The problem is 
too many players of equal ability, 
therefore team selection is proving 
one long headache for the selectors. 

Slightly conflicting styles of play 
makes the problem even mort acute. 
The club secretary, G. Ioannidis rec- 
kons they could field two teams of 
equal strength and when you take 
into account the great improvement 
this is no small statement. 

The problem is, to keep the players 
happy whilst on the sideline. Believe 
me this is no simple task. Oh, by the 
way, Alexander welcomes their visi- 
tors today, Ringwood City. Hope 
they have a nice time, but lose the 
game of course. 


Progress Press Pty. Ltd., 66 High St., Glen Iris. Phone 25 4461. 





fx 


